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Catholic social teaching
Papal, Vatican and U.S. bishops’ documents

Explore Church teaching on human dignity and our life together. This directory brings papal, Vatican

and U.S. bishops’ documents into one place, with links to the complete source texts.

Read this directory on SJE Plus

In this directory

Papal and Vatican documents - 29 documents

U.S. bishops’ documents - 52 documents

Links open external source websites. Language links appear where they were supplied. Read the complete documents

at their source for the full teaching and its context.

Papal and Vatican documents

1. Rerum Novarum (On the Condition of Labor) - Pope Leo XIII, 1891

2. Quadragesimo Anno (After Forty Years) - Pope Pius XI, 1931

3. Mater et Magistra (Christianity and Social Progress) - St. John XXIII, 1961

4. Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth) - St. John XXIII, 1963

5. Gaudium et Spes (Pastoral Constitution on the Church in the Modern World) - Second Vatican
Council, 1965

6. Dignitatis Humanae (Declaration on Religious Freedom) - Second Vatican Council, 1965

7. Populorum Progressio (On the Development of Peoples) - St. Paul VI, 1967

8. Octogesima Adveniens (A Call to Action) - St. Paul VI, 1971

9. Evangelii Nuntiandi (Evangelization in the Modern World) - St. Paul VI, 1975

https://www.sjeplus.org/resources/catholic-social-teaching
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/leo_xiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_l-xiii_enc_15051891_rerum-novarum_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/pius_xi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-xi_enc_19310515_quadragesimo-anno_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_15051961_mater_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_xxiii/encyclicals/documents/hf_j-xxiii_enc_11041963_pacem_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651207_dignitatis-humanae_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/encyclicals/documents/hf_p-vi_enc_26031967_populorum_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/apost_letters/documents/hf_p-vi_apl_19710514_octogesima-adveniens_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/paul_vi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_p-vi_exh_19751208_evangelii-nuntiandi_en.html
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10. Laborem Exercens (On Human Work) - St. John Paul II, 1981

11. Sollicitudo Rei Socialis (On Social Concern) - St. John Paul II, 1987

12. The Church and Racism: Towards a more fraternal society - Pontifical Council for Justice and
Peace, 1989

13. Centesimus Annus (The Hundredth Year) - St. John Paul II, 1991

14. Veritatis splendor (The Splendor of Truth) - St. John Paul II, 1993

15. Evangelium Vitae (The Gospel of Life) - St. John Paul II, 1995

16. Dignitas Personae (The Dignity of a Person) - Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 2008

17. Ecclesia in America (The Church in America) - St. John Paul II, 1999

18. Fides et Ratio (Faith and Reason) - St. John Paul II, 1998

19. Doctrinal Note on Some Questions Regarding the Participation of Catholics in Political Life -
Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith, 2002

20. Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church - Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace,
2004

21. Deus Caritas Est (God Is Love) - Pope Benedict XVI, 2005

22. Sacramentum Caritatis (The Eucharist as the Source and Summit of the Church's Life and Mission) -
Pope Benedict XVI, 2007 (especially paragraphs 47, 49, 82-84, and 88-92)

23. Caritas in Veritate (Charity in Truth) - Pope Benedict XVI, 2009

24. Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy of the Gospel) - Pope Francis, 2013

25. Laudato Si' (On Care for Our Common Home) - Pope Francis, 2015

26. Querida Amazonia (Beloved Amazon) - Pope Francis, 2020

27. Fratelli Tutti (On Fraternity and Social Friendship) - Pope Francis, 2020

28. Laudate Deum (Praise God) - Pope Francis, 2023

29. Dilexit Nos (He Loved Us) - Pope Francis, 2024

https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_14091981_laborem-exercens_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_30121987_sollicitudo-rei-socialis_en.html
https://www.humandevelopment.va/content/dam/sviluppoumano/pubblicazioni-documenti/archivio/diritti-umani/The%20Church%20against%20Racism%202001-1988.pdf
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_01051991_centesimus-annus_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_06081993_veritatis-splendor_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_25031995_evangelium-vitae_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20081208_dignitas-personae_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_jp-ii_exh_22011999_ecclesia-in-america_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/john_paul_ii/encyclicals/documents/hf_jp-ii_enc_15101998_fides-et-ratio_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/cfaith/documents/rc_con_cfaith_doc_20021124_politica_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeace_doc_20060526_compendio-dott-soc_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20051225_deus-caritas-est_en.html
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/apost_exhortations/documents/hf_ben-xvi_exh_20070222_sacramentum-caritatis_en.html#The_Eucharist,_a_mystery_to_be_offered_to_the_world
https://www.vatican.va/holy_father/benedict_xvi/encyclicals/documents/hf_ben-xvi_enc_20090629_caritas-in-veritate_en.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20131124_evangelii-gaudium.html
https://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20200202_querida-amazonia.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20201003_enciclica-fratelli-tutti.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/20231004-laudate-deum.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/20241024-enciclica-dilexit-nos.html
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U.S. bishops’ documents

1. A Renewed Call to Solidarity with Africa, March 2022 | en Español | en français

2. Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Responsibility from the
Catholic Bishops of the United States, November 2015, (with 2023 Introductory Note). See
previous political responsibility statements.

3. Open Wide Our Hearts: the Enduring Call to Love | en Español, November 2018

4. Labor Day Statements

5. Respecting the Just Rights of Workers, June 2009

6. A Culture of Life and the Penalty of Death | en Español November 2005

7. Catholics in Political Life, June 2004

8. "For I Was Hungry and You Gave Me Food" Catholic Reflections on Food, Farmers, and
Farmworkers | en Español December 2003

9. Strangers No Longer | en Español January 2003, Joint Statement from Bishops of the United States
and Mexico

10. A Place at the Table: A Catholic Recommitment to Overcome Poverty and to Respect the
Dignity of All God's Children | en Español , December 2002

11. Statement on Iraq, November 2002

12. Statement on Israeli-Palestinian Violence, March 2002

13. A Call to Solidarity with Africa | en français, November 2001

14. A Pastoral Message: Living with Faith and Hope After September 11, November 2001

15. Resolution on the Israeli-Palestinian Crisis, June 2001

16. Global Climate Change: A Plea for Dialogue, Prudence, and the Common Good | en Español
June 2001

17. Responsibility, Rehabilitation, and Restoration: A Catholic Perspective on Crime and Criminal
Justice | en Español November 2000

18. Welcoming the Stranger Among Us: Unity in Diversity | en Español November 2000

https://www.usccb.org/resources/Renewed%20Call%20to%20Solidarity%20with%20Africa.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Renewed%20Call%20to%20Solidarity%20with%20Africa-Spanish.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Renewed%20Call%20to%20Solidarity%20with%20Africa-French.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-title
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/forming-consciences-for-faithful-citizenship-title
https://www.usccb.org/offices/justice-peace-human-development/political-responsibility-statements
https://www.usccb.org/resources/open-wide-our-hearts_0.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/open-wide-our-hearts-spanish.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/labor-employment/labor-day-archives.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/respecting_the_just_rights_of_workers.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/death-penalty-capital-punishment/culture-of-life-penalty-of-death.cfm
https://catholicsmobilizing.org/wp-content/uploads/2011/11/penaltyofdeath-spanish.pdf.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/faithful-citizenship/church-teaching/catholics-in-political-life.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/agriculture-nutrition-rural-issues/for-i-was-hungry.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Porque-tuve-hambre.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/immigration/strangers-no-longer-together-on-the-journey-of-hope.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/immigration/juntos-en-el-camino-de-la-esperanjuntos-en-el-camino.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/poverty/place-at-the-table.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/poverty/place-at-the-table.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Un-Lugar-En-La-Mesa.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/global-issues/middle-east/iraq/statement-on-iraq-2002-11-13.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/global-issues/middle-east/israel-palestine/statement-from-administrative-committee-on-israeli-palestinian-violence-2002-03-13.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/statement-a-call-to-solidarity-with-africa-2001-11-14.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Un-Appela-le-Solidarite-Avec-L-Afrique.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/september-11/a-pastoral-message-living-with-faith-and-hope-after-september-11.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/global-issues/middle-east/israel-palestine/statement-from-usccb-on-israeli-palestinian-crisis-2001-06-15.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/global-climate-change-a-plea-for-dialogue-prudence-and-the-common-good.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/cambio-climatico-global-llamado-al-dialogo-la-prudencia-y-el-bien-comun.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/criminal-justice-restorative-justice/crime-and-criminal-justice.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/criminal-justice-restorative-justice/crime-and-criminal-justice.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Responsibilidad-rehabilitacion-y-restitucion.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/pastoral-care-of-migrants-refugees-and-travelers/resources/welcoming-the-stranger-among-us-unity-in-diversity.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Acogiendo-al-forastero-entre-nosotros.pdf
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19. Everyday Christianity: To Hunger and Thirst for Justice | en Español November 1999

20. In All Things Charity: A Pastoral Challenge for the New Millennium, November 1999

21. A Good Friday Appeal to End the Death Penalty | en Español April 1999

22. A Commitment to All Generations: Social Security and the Common Good, May 1999

23. A Jubilee Call for Debt Forgiveness, April 1999

24. Living the Gospel of Life | en Español November 1998

25. Sharing Catholic Social Teaching: Challenges and Directions | en Español June 1998

26. Called to Global Solidarity | en Español November 1997

27. A Catholic Framework for Economic Life | en Español (unavailable) November 1996

28. A Decade After Economic Justice for All | en Español November 1995

29. Sowing Weapons of War, June 1995

30. Moral Principles and Policy Priorities for Welfare Reform, March 1995

31. The Cries of the Poor are Still with Us, September 1995

32. Confronting a Culture of Violence | en Español November 1994

33. Communities of Salt and Light: Reflections on the Social Mission of the Parish | en Español
November 1993

34. The Harvest of Justice is Sown in Peace, November 1993

35. A Framework for Comprehensive Healthcare Reform, 1993

36. When I call for Help: A Pastoral Response to Domestic Violence Against Women | en Español
September 1992

37. A Matter of the Heart

38. Renewing the Earth | en Español, 1991

39. Putting Children and Families First: A Challenge for Our Church, Nation and World | en Español,
1991

40. A Century of Social Teaching, 1990

https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/everyday-christianity-to-hunger-and-thirst-for-justice.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/cristianos-de-cada-d-a-tienen-hambre-y-sed-de-justicia.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/about/catholic-campaign-for-human-development/in-all-things-charity.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/death-penalty-capital-punishment/statement-by-usccb-a-good-friday-appeal-to-end-the-death-penalty-1999-04-02.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Llamado-del-viernes-santo-para-abolir-la-pena-de-muerte.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/social-security/a-commitment-to-all-generations-social-security-and-the-common-good.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/debt-relief/jubilee-debt-forgiveness.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/abortion/living-the-gospel-of-life.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/vivirelevangeliodelavida.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/sharing-catholic-social-teaching-challenges-and-directions.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Compartiendo-la-ensenanza-social-catolica.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/global-issues/called-to-global-solidarity-international-challenges-for-u-s-parishes.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Llamados-a-la-solidaridad-mundial.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/economic-justice-economy/catholic-framework-for-economic-life.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/a-decade-after-economic-justice-for-all-1995-11.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Una-decada-despues-de-justica-economica-para-todos.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/war-and-peace/sowing-weapons-of-war.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Moral-Principles-and-Policy-Priorities-for-Welfare-Reform.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/The-Cries-of-the-Poor-Are-Still-With-Us.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/culture-of-violence.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Confrontando-la-cultura-de-la-violencia.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/communities-salt-and-light-reflections-social-mission-parish
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/comunidades-de-sal-y-luz.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/the-harvest-of-justice-is-sown-in-peace.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/health-care-comprehensive-care.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/marriage/domestic-violence/when-i-call-for-help.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/marriage-and-family/marriage/domestic-violence/cuando-pido-ayuda-una-respuesta-pastoral-a-la-violencia-domestica-contra-la-mujer.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/abortion/a-matter-of-the-heart-on-the-30th-anniversary-of-roe-vs-wade.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/environment/renewing-the-earth.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Renovando-La-Tierra.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/putting-children-and-families-first-challenge-our-church-nation-and-world
https://www.usccb.org/resources/A-Century-of-Social-Heritage.pdf
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41. New Slavery, New Freedom, 1990

42. Called to Compassion and Responsibility, November 1989

43. Toward Peace in the Middle East, 1989

44. Homelessness and Housing, March 1988

45. Statement on Central America | en Español, November 1987

46. Economic Justice for All | en Español, November 1986

47. The Challenge of Peace, 1983

48. Statement on Capital Punishment, November 1980

49. In the Name of Peace: Collective Statements on War and Peace, 1919-1980

50. Brothers and Sisters to Us | en Español, 1979

51. Pastoral Statement on Persons with Disabilities, 1978

52. Declaration on Conscientious Objection and Selective Conscientious Objection, October 1971

https://www.usccb.org/resources/New-Slavery-New-Freedom-A-Pastoral-Message-on-Substance-Abuse.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Called-to-Compassion-and-Responsibility.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/toward-peace-in-the-middle-east-1989-11-09.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Homelessness-and-Housing-A-Human-Tragedy-A-Moral-Challenge.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Statement-on-Central-America-English.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Statement-on-Central-America-Spanish.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/economic_justice_for_all_1.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/economic-justice-for-all-sp.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/statement-the-challenge-of-peace-1983-05-03.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/death-penalty-capital-punishment/statement-on-capital-punishment.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/In-the-Name-of-Peace.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/cultural-diversity/african-american/brothers-and-sisters-to-us.cfm
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Neustros-Hermanos-y-Hermanas.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/resources/Pastoral-Statement-of-U-S-Catholic-Bishops-on-Persons-with-Disabilities.pdf
https://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/war-and-peace/declaration-on-conscientious-objection-and-selective-conscientious-objections-1971-10-21.cfm
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